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Our ambition for 
Better Animal Welfare
Our commitment to more sustainable agriculture 
and better animal welfare is strongly connected 
to the IKEA vision of creating a better everyday 
life for the many people.

Central to our animal welfare ambition is to 
include all stages of an animal’s life and along all 
points in the supply chain – farm, transport, and 
slaughter as well as allowing animals to express 
normal behaviours through the provision of 
environmental enrichment.

Species-specific sourcing requirements as well as 
other responsible sourcing commitments, have been 
established for animal based raw materials used in 
IKEA food products such as eggs, beef, dairy, chicken 
pork, and fish. Across all species, there are also a 
number of practices that we aim to phase-out in 2025, 
such as:

• Extreme confinement
• Routine physical alterations
• Routine use of antibiotics

Laying Hen Commitment

IKEA is committed to sourcing whole, 
fresh, and liquid eggs coming from 
cage-free or free-range farms. Egg as 
ingredients, such as powdered eggs, 
has been included since FY21.

IKEA Better Chicken

Our sourcing requirements for broiler 
chicken was announced in 2017 
detailing animal welfare, antibiotics 
usage, deforestation-free feed,
and manure management to avoid 
environmental pollution.

IKEA Better Pig

Our sourcing requirements for pigs 
was announced in 2020 detailing 
animal welfare, antibiotics usage, 
deforestation-free feed, and manure 
management to avoid environmental 
pollution.



Antibiotic use in farm animals

The World Health Organization (WHO) warns that 
inappropriate use of antimicrobial medicines, 
including in animal agriculture, is contributing to 
antimicrobial resistance (AMR), “making the latest 
generation of antibiotics virtually ineffective.“* 
While human antibiotic use is considered to
be the main driver of AMR, the contribution of 
widespread antimicrobial use in food-producing 
animals is now widely acknowledged. Food 
animals can serve as a reservoir of resistant 
pathogens and resistance mechanisms. This can 
directly or indirectly result in antibiotic resistant 
infections in humans.

We at IKEA Food believe that well-being is linked to 
the health of the animals we rely on for our food. 
We are dedicated to helping curb the emergence 
of antimicrobial resistance (AMR). This requires
the farms that supply us to use antibiotics in a 
responsible way to reduce overall use and reliance 
on antibiotics, replace the use of highest priority 
antibiotics critical to human health with effective 
and sustainable alternatives, and refine their 
administration where use is necessary.

*http://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs194/en/

The five freedoms
as guiding principles

At IKEA we take a holistic approach to animal 
welfare development and implementation
by building on; country specific legislation,
agricultural and animal welfare science, regional
industry readiness, NGO expertise and feedback
and learnings with our supplier partners.

A key animal welfare paradigm which has guided 
our animal welfare requirements is called the 
Five Provisions And Welfare Aims. It represents
a broadened and updated view of the widely 
accepted guiding principles on animal welfare, 
Five Freedoms*.

The Five Provisions are: good housing; good 
environment; good health; appropriate behavior; 
and positive mental experiences.

The ultimate aim is for animals to have more 
positive experiences than negative ones over the 
course of their lifetime.

*Source: Mellor, D. J. Moving beyond the “Five Freedoms” by 
Updating the “Five Provisions” and Introducing Aligned “Animal 
Welfare Aims.” Animals. 2016; 6:59.

http://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs194/en/


How 
are we 
doing?

93% of our total egg volume* 
is either free-range or cage-
free.

*Figure represents whole, fresh, liquid
eggs and other egg ingredients such as
powdered egg.

Cage free eggs

As part of our laying hen 
commitment, we continue to work 
towards only sourcing free-range or 
cage free eggs.

Chicken

We have implemented the majority 
of the Better Chicken requirements 
for chicken meatballs in China, 
Europe and North America. One 
challenge concerns the limited 
availability for slower growing 
species in North America and Asia. 
Additionally, avian flu has impacted 
the general industry availability.

55% of the total IKEA chicken 
volume is sourced according 
to IKEA approved 3rd party 
certifications that covers the 
majority of the IKEA Better 
Chicken requirements.



Pork

Our stepwise implementation of 
the Better Pig requirements for 
global high-volume products have 
moved forward in Europe, North 
America, South America and Asia.
We have also moved forward
with providing free farrowing for 
pigs in North America. Due to the
investments needed at a farm level,
it still remains an industry challenge 
for a widespread adoption of free 
farrowing and deep bedding as well 
as the elimination of gestation crates 
in Europe and Asia.

35% of the pork volume is sourced 
according to IKEA approved 3rd 
party certifications that covers
the majority of the IKEA Better Pig 
requirements.

98% of our total seafood volume is 
ASC/MSC certified.

Salmon

Our close collaboration with the 
Aquaculture Stewardship Council 
(ASC) has continued around the 
inclusion of animal welfare criteria 
in the ASC standard. Additionally, 
we continue to develop our internal 
chain of custody competence for 
market specific dishes through 
virtual training sessions to support 
existing and new retail markets.

Beef and dairy

We have continued to explore 
regenerative agriculture at farm 
level and in FY22, we completed a 
pre-study together with a supplier 
pilot in North America. Using 
regenerative agricultural principles, 
the pilot followed the production of 
the meatball from grass fed cattle 
to utilising the full carcass to avoid
Waste, to conducting a tasting
session of the final meatball.

Going forward, we will build on 
the learnings from the ongoing
implementation of the Better Pig and 
Better Chicken requirements.



Governance and compliance

The responsibility of developing and implementing the animal welfare requirements, sits at a global level with the IKEA 
sustainability and purchasing functions. This will be communicated to suppliers via the IKEA Code of Conduct - IWAY – and 
the specific provisions under the animal welfare section.

We are committed to transparency and reporting our continuous progress in the IKEA Sustainability Report. As science, 
ways of working and industry readiness evolve, we will evaluate our requirements and if there are changes to be made,
we will be transparent and communicate those changes.

Additionally, the current requirements and implementation plans do not take into account the unforeseen long-term 
influence of; supply chain disruptions and raw material availability from external factors such as the avian flu, African swine 
fever, COVID-19 and other macro economic, and geo-political occurrences which may have an effect on the timeline.

Verification process

Verification occurs both through existing internal assurance methods (2nd party) and by using existing 3rd party 
certification bodies. In addition to sourcing from existing certifications such as ASC and MSC, IKEA will also directly engage 
with other established certifications to drive continuous improvement.

Data Collection

The figures in this document are primarily based on Inter IKEA supplier reported data FY22 (1 September 2021 to 31 
August 2022). As IKEA Food is on a long term journey, in moving over the market specific food range and supplier
ownership from retailers to Inter IKEA, this will continously expand the scope, purchasing volumes and corresponding
database.




