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The IKEA Better Chicken requirements has been developed through multi-stakeholder input and
identifies our responsible sourcing requirements for broiler chicken products in our supply chain and key
milestones along the way towards the end of 2025.

Additionally, all suppliers must be compliant with:

• IWAY, the IKEA supplier code of conduct
• Existing local legislation concerning animal welfare, antibiotics use and environmental protection at 

farm level

About

IKEA Better Chicken 
roadmap
Based on the industry readiness in the different 
regions, we are making a stepwise 
implementation of the Better Chicken 
requirements prioritising high volume products.

2018
Developing and setting requirements.

2019
Mapping and assessment of 
current setup, supplier capabilities 
and options for next steps.
Regional roadmaps developed 
and published.



Towards more sustainable 
animal agriculture

2020
Build up of regional supplier 
capabilities and capacities.

2022
Stepwise market phase-in of 
Better Chicken sourced products.

Our ambition is to have a 
majority of the Better Chicken 
requirements implemented for 
our global high volume products 
by the end of 2025.

2025

IKEA is committed to enabling a shift towards a more sus-
tainable food system. We believe that good food starts with 
high quality ingredients, including those from animals that 
have experienced a decent life.

The IKEA Better Programmes details the responsible sourc-
ing requirements for the major species in our supply chain, 
with focus on farmed animal welfare, public health and the 
environmental footprint at the farm level supporting our 
ambition to become Climate Positive by 2030.



IKEA Better Chicken 
Requirements
In addition to the listed Better 
Chicken requirements, all suppliers 
must comply with the IKEA supplier
code of conduct IWAY and existing 
local legislation concerning animal 
welfare, antibiotics use, and 
environmental protection on farm 
level. 

Please note that broiler cages or 
multi-tier systems are not 
acceptable under the Better 
Chicken Programme.

Stocking density
Maximum stocking density of 30 
kg/m2 in order to allow chickens to 
have enough space. No more than 
one thin per flock in regions that 
practice thinning.

Lighting

Increased illumination and the 
correct lighting regime for a 
more normal day/night light 
pattern over a 24-hour period. 
The minimum illumination
across all markets is 20 lux.

Natural light
Natural light which can be provided 
by windows, light tubes, or open-
sided sheds.

Antibiotics

No routine use of antibiotics by
2020 and we aim to phase out 
highest priority antibiotics that are
critically important to human 
health by 2025.

Environmental 
enrichment

To improve health and provide
opportunities for chickens to 
express their natural behaviors, 
perches or platforms and pecking 
substrates should as a minimum 
be provided. 

Environmental enrichment
examples are: straw bales, 
platforms, perches, and pecking 
objects like brassicas or hanging 
wooden blocks.



Flock health 
plan

A written veterinary plan to
ensure long-term health and 
welfare of the flock. The plan 
should include welfare
outcomes for assessiing
individual chickens in order to 
address any potential welfare
risks such as lameness
(difficulty walking), hock burns, 
and low activity levels etc.

Non-
deforestation 
feed

Feed that does not contribute to 
deforestation with focus on palm 
oil and soy. This may be achieved 
through verification at the farm-
level or through other measures 
taken at the corporate level.

Breeds with 
measurably 
improved health 
and behaviour 
outcomes

Genetic selection for fast 
growth and high breast yield 
has resulted in an imbalance 
between production needs and 
the welfare of the animal.

We aim to use breeds that are
slower growing, healthier, and
are able to effectively express
important natural behavior
while still providing good
production value.

The breeds used must be assessed 
and approved under the Royal
Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals (RSPCA) 
assessment protocol or other third
parties as additional equivalent 
protocols become available.

Environmental 
conditions

Improved environmental
conditions including dry and friable 
litter, improved air quality, and a 
focus on thermal comfort.

Manure 
management

A written plan for the storage, 
handling, and use of livestock 
manure with a focus on protection 
of soil health and water-courses.

Slaughter
Multi-phase controlled atmosphere 
stunning must be utilized. Low
atmosphere pressure stunning can
also be considered in the future as
emerging evidence suggests
benefits for chicken welfare.



Governance and compliance

During FY22, the responsibility has been handed over from the Better Chicken steering group and the Better
Chicken working group, to the line organisations. To provide external assurance, we will continue to verify 
compliance with the requirements using third party and internal assurance methods.

Progress is reported annually in the Inter IKEA Sustainability Report.

* During the implementation of the Better Chicken programme we will regularly evaluate the requirements of 
the programme as science and ways of working evolve. The implementation of the currently defined
requirements currently do not take into account the unforeseen long term influence of supply chain 
disruptions from external factors like avian influenza and other occurrences, which may have an effect on the 
timeline.

Find out more about the IKEA view on animal welfare in the food supply chain here.

https://about.ikea.com/en/about-us/our-view-on/more-sustainable-animal-agriculture-and-better-animal-welfare



