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At IKEA we believe in taking responsibility for people and planet, and this is something 
we work diligently and transparently with on a daily basis. In the annual IKEA 
Sustainability Report, we make available general facts including top sourcing 
countries, as well as key insights to both progress as well as remaining challenges 
related to wood sourcing. 
  
Under no circumstances does IKEA accept illegally logged wood and we work actively to 
ensure that such wood is not used in our products. It is our responsibility as a business 
to ensure the legality of all wood entering our supply chains. For our wood supply, we 
deploy a comprehensive, market leading due diligence system which includes multiple 
safeguards to secure that the wood we use in our products meets our strict 
requirements and legal obligations. If we discover irregularities, we take immediate 
action. 
  
We always take reports and findings from NGOs and other stakeholders very seriously. 
We can confirm that a number of suppliers to IKEA have historically sourced wood from 
companies affiliated with Evgeny Bakurov. Based on the fact that the harvests were 
formally authorised by the Russian forestry authorities, IKEA suppliers purchased the 
wood following correct legal procedures. Therefore, we disagree with Earthsight's 
interpretation of the wood in question. 
  
More recently, based on the outcomes of Russian authorities’ investigations and 
verdicts, it has become clear that wrongdoings have taken place in connection to the 
issuing of sanitary felling permits. As part of our normal ways of working we have been 
further analysing the forestry sector in Russia Far East and Siberia with a particular focus 
on the application of sanitary felling. There can be no room for the abuse of sanitary 
felling anywhere in the world and that is why we took the decision in March 2021 to no 
longer accept wood from a number of companies affiliated with Evgeny Bakurov as a 
precautionary safety measure. The process leading up to this decision started long 
before Earthsight approached IKEA in June 2021. 
  
IKEA shares the view that the use of sanitary felling within certain districts in Russia 
needs to be strengthened to ensure correct use. For many years we have worked 
alongside NGO’s, governments and the industry to improve sanitary felling in Russia, 
Ukraine and beyond. To further strengthen and influence the correct use of sanitary 
felling within parts of Russia, IKEA has taken the larger decision to ban sanitary felled 
wood from all operators in Russia Far East and Siberia districts until the system is 
sufficiently strengthened. We encourage others to follow suit on our decision.  IKEA will 
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work together with all stakeholders to address the situation, and continue the dialogue 
with FSC Russia to further develop certification bodies control over the use of sanitary 
felling  
  
Russia is one of the largest sourcing countries for IKEA and we have a long-standing 
history of working with committed partners and trusted suppliers, as well as our own 
industry. Like all wood sourcing countries, where forestry risks exist, we take action to 
secure and improve the situation. For many years IKEA has been partnering with 
organisations in Russia to raise public awareness, generate solutions and promote 
better forest management across the country. One example includes the over decade 
long effort to map High Conservation Valuable Forests, which has resulted in a publicly 
available map aimed at supporting responsible forest management.  
  
In Ukraine, working alongside multiple stakeholders including government and 
environmental groups, IKEA has continued to take action and participate in dialogues to 
address the misuse of sanitary felling within the silence period. Overall, we believe some 
collective progress has been made and support the direct action FSC Ukraine is taking 
to further improve the situation, including the suspension of several certificate holders 
who have breached the requirements. In addition, IKEA has supported the 
implementation of a new National Forest Standard, and we are now piloting blockchain 
technology within our Ukrainian wood supply chains to further secure traceability. 
  
In our commitment to drive global responsible forest management and to reflect the 
changing situation and increasing pressure on the world’s forest, we are further building 
upon and strengthening our existing safeguards and requirements, especially for 
forestry high risk countries.  
  
In line with this approach, we are:  

• Significantly increasing the volume of audits of our wood supply chains in forestry 
high risk countries by at least 30% annually.  

• Developing and introducing new technological solutions to further enhance our 
traceability mechanisms. For example, we are piloting blockchain technology 
within our Ukrainian wood supply chains. 

• Increasing our number of unannounced audits at suppliers by at least 20% 
annually. 

• Increasing the frequency of desk audits and required level of documentation 
from suppliers. 

• Increasing the number of external 3rd party audits by 50% to verify IKEA 
assessments. 

• Developing the use of forensic tools such as isotope and DNA analysis to verify 
accuracy of wood sourced for our products. 
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• Further expanding our resources to heighten compliance knowledge within IKEA 

businesses and beyond. 

The IKEA Due Diligence System  
 
The IKEA due diligence system is designed, regularly reviewed and adapted to meet the 
European Union Timber Regulation (European Regulation 995/2010), and other 
competent authority requirements. IKEA is frequently audited by competent authorities 
in EU member states and have so far passed all inspections. In these audits, the entire 
value chain is mapped and verified from the logging region to the final product. These 
inspections help us to constantly develop and improve our system as well as confirm 
compliance. 
 
As a starting point, IKEA enforces strict requirements on all suppliers to source wood 
that meets our more sustainable sources criteria. All suppliers and sub suppliers are 
required to obtain an FSC chain of custody certificate to establish traceability. However, 
we do not rely on FSC alone. The IKEA supplier code of conduct, IWAY, outlines critical 
criteria for suppliers using forestry applicable materials. These materials must, for 
example: 

• Only come from forests that have been legally harvested. 
• Not come from forestry operations engaged in forest-related social conflicts. 
• Not be harvested in geographically identified intact natural forests (INF) or high 

conservation value forests, unless they are certified as responsibly managed and 
there is an approval from IKEA. 
 

All suppliers must be able to track the origin of the wood used in IKEA products. We 
require all suppliers to provide reports on their wood use three times a year and be able 
to provide more information, upon request, within 48 hours. To ensure legality and that 
the wood meets our critical requirements, IKEA actively implements multiple safeguards 
through our due diligence system: 

• As an initial measure, IKEA requires suppliers to annually submit their wood 
procurement plans, which helps to identify and proactively mitigate any potential 
risks. The first safeguard put in place is through our suppliers who must put 
procedures in place to implement our requirements throughout their supply 
chains. 

• The second safeguard is managed through our specialist, global Wood Supply & 
Forestry team, who perform approximately 200 global audits to the logging site 
annually. The purpose of these audits is to verify the compliance of the wood 
entering our supply chain against IKEA requirements. 
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• As a third safeguard, we request random and targeted third party audits to verify 

compliance. IKEA adopts a risk-based approach which means a higher number of 
audits are performed in high risk countries compared to low risk countries.  

• FSC is an additional safeguard auditing all links in all of our supply chain 
annually including chain of custody and forest management.” 


